Tamahere-Woodlands Councillors’ update June 2026 
Head Start Pathway for Council amalgamation
Under the ‘Simplifying Local Government’ initiative, the Government has announced a voluntary pathway allowing Councils until August 9 to submit proposals to amalgamate into larger unitary authorities before the next local government elections in 2028, or the Government will design a structure for them after that time. Unitary authorities combine the responsibilities of both a regional and territorial (city/district) council into a single entity. Proposals must be agreed with other councils involved. 
Your Council intends to meet the Head Start deadline rather than wait for the Government to make a ‘back stop’ decision for us. There are a range of amalgamation options to be considered including a Waikato region-wide unitary council. We need to weigh the options by how they might deliver efficiency and better value for ratepayers, while also maintaining a voice for different communities of interest. We will be working hard to keep you informed and providing opportunities for input through Community Boards and Committees, the new Community Voice Panel, Toituu Marae, and other communications channels. 

Fast Track projects in Waikato District
A report on fast track projects in Waikato District presented to the Council’s Policy & Regulatory Committee in May identified 12 projects that have been listed or referred for fast tracking consideration, and one that has now been approved. The ‘Green Steel’ structural steel manufacturing plant, approved in March and now under development in Hampton Downs, will recycle scrap steel using an electric arc furnace and on-site solar power. 
Three of the 12 fast track projects that are now preparing ‘substantive’ (full) applications are in the Tamahere-Woodlands Ward. These are: ‘Hamilton Southern Links’, being designed to complete the ring route linking western Hamilton (SH1C) to SH1 in Tamahere; ‘Gordonton Country Estate’, a 659-unit retirement village proposed for Gordonton; and ‘Ruakura (R2) Growth Cell’, a major housing, retail and industrial development proposed for a 211 ha site in Puketaha west of the Waikato Expressway. (This development is expected to trigger a boundary change between Waikato District and Hamilton City).
Four more projects that have either applied, or are working towards applying, for referral to the fast-track process are also located in Tamahere-Woodlands.  Two that have already applied are ‘Greenhill Industrial’, a proposed 180 ha industrial park bounded by Puketaha Rd and Greenhill Rd just east of the Waikato Expressway; and Waikato Thoroughbred Racing’s ‘Greenfield’ project to build a thoroughbred and harness racing and training super-hub in Tamahere. Two that are working towards an application are ‘Awanui Links’, a proposed golf resort and mixed-use precinct and retirement village on land bounded by Telephone and Holland Rds, and ‘The Rest Tauwhare’, a mixed use development proposal in Tauwhare, with an agri-education institute, livestock farming facilities, and a retirement village.
· Fast Track process - The Fast-track Approvals Act is designed to speed up infastructure, housing and development projects of regional or national significance. For developments not already listed under the Act, the first stage is an application for Ministerial ‘referral’ (approval) to use the fast-track process. The second stage is a ‘substantive’ (full) application to an independent expert panel for the approvals, resource consents and conditions needed for the project. The independent expert panel will typically invite comments from local bodies (regional and district councils), relevant government ministries, iwi authorities, hapu, and directly affected landowners (on adjacent land only).  Under the Act, the Council’s role is limited to providing technical information when requested by the independent expert panel convened to consider the substantive application.  There is no formal public notification or public submission process. 

Changes, events and decisions coming up:
· The Rural Ward Fund – 11 applications to the Rural Ward Fund will be considered by the Council’s Community Voice & Choice Committee on Tuesday (2 June) including applications from Predator Free Tamahere, Tamahere Model Country School PTA, Tamahere Community Committee and Matangi Community Committee. The applications total $58,325 for a fund that currently stands at $55,171. 
· Managing the road corridor – a new bylaw? The Council is seeking your input to help identify what activities in the road corridor we should be managing more closely and whether we should do this through a new bylaw. Activities in the road corridor include livestock movements, fencing, utility construction and maintenance, construction and maintenance of vehicle entrances, traffic and parking generated by community and commercial activities, berm maintenance, and so on.  There are a number of different policies as well as an existing Livestock Movement Bylaw that cover these activities and that could be brought together into a single bylaw to simplify and clarify how we manage the road corridor overall. Please help influence the outcome by submitting your views on the survey by 4pm 26 June on the Council website here: https://www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz/say-it  
· Dog registration - Waikato District Council will start issuing a lifetime metal dog registration tag from 1 July this year and move to a paperless system to record payment of annual registration fees. The purpose is to reduce plastic waste, postage costs, and to make dog registration easier and more efficient.  After the initial set-up, administrative savings of about $51,000 are expected each year. For the first time this year dog registrations can be paid through Afterpay at a Council office or library providing a practical alternative for customers who cannot pay upfront.  Dog registrations are due by 31 July. Penalty fees apply after that time
· IAWAI – From 1 July the new Waters CCO jointly owned by Waikato District and Hamilton City will be responsible for delivering drinking water and wastewater services. Water charges will be itemised separately alongside your council rates and you will continue to get water meter bills twice a year. You can continue to use the same payment options and can contact the Council if you have any water issues.
· Speed limits – Planning is underway to roll out the Waikato District Council Speed Management Plan that was adopted by Council in April 2025 after public consultation, and approved by the Director of Land Transport in November last year. The plan lists speed limit changes by Ward and can be found on the NZTA website. 

Other local news:
· Hukanui playground, Gordonton – was named as a finalist in the Playspace of the Year (within $500,000) category at the 2026 Recreation Aotearoa Parks Awards in recognition of the strong community partnerships and collaboration behind the project.
· Fieldays 10-13 June – Temporary one-way systems will be in place again during peak traffic flow periods. One change since last year is a “no right-turn” from Raynes Rd onto Airport Rd (SH 21) during the morning peak. Maps of the traffic management plan can be found here: www.mysterycreek.co.nz/traffic-updates. 

Contact your Tamahere-Woodlands Councillors: 
Crystal Beavis, mob 0275 957 927, email crystal.beavis@waidc.govt.nz  
Mike Keir, mob 027 449 3012, email mike.keir@waidc.govt.nz
