Tamahere-Woodlands Councillors’ update May 2026 
Waikato District Council confirms below inflation general rate increase for 2026/27
Waikato District Council approved a below inflation general rate increase of 2.8% at a Draft Annual Plan meeting last month. This will result in an average rate increase of 3.79% across the District when targeted rates are included. However, individual rate increases will vary according to the capital value of each ratepayer’s property and the specific services they receive such as a weekly rubbish collection.
 
Water increases are under half of what was forecast. For properties connected to water services, there is a $31.50 fixed charge increase for drinking water and a $110.72 fixed charge increase for wastewater for 2026/27. These will be charged from 1 July on behalf of IAWAI, the Waters CCO owned with Hamilton City Council, and will appear alongside other relevant fixed targeted charges in invoices

Funding opportunities:
· The Rural Ward Fund – is open until Friday 8 May for funding applications from local voluntary groups, societies and charitable entities outside a Waikato District community board catchment area (including anywhere in the Tamahere-Woodlands Ward) for projects and events that support local wellbeing and connectivity. Hall committees cannot apply for hall maintenance purposes (which are supported by a targeted rate) but can apply for events or projects that benefit the wider rural area they serve. It has up to $55,000 available for this round. Another funding round is expected to be advertised later in the calendar year.
· The Waste Minimisation Fund - is open for applications from local organisations, schools, businesses and marae (not individuals) until Friday 22 May. It has up to $100,000 available (fully funded from the Ministry of the Environment) to support community-led waste reduction initiatives across the district, including waste reduction trials, reuse/repair initiatives, and community education. There is one funding round each year.

Local Ward news:
· Waikato Thoroughbred Racing – has lodged a Fast-track Referral Application for a decision by the Minister of Infrastructure on its 164ha “Greenfield” racing and events hub in Tamahere (bounded by Pencarrow, Hooker and Duncan Rds.) If successful, WTR will have two years to lodge its substantive application for decision by an expert panel.
· Newstead Walkway – rebuilding the Newstead Walkway timber footbridge is well underway. Installation of new piles and superstructure is planned in the next two weeks and, weather permitting, the target completion date is 20th May.
· Tauwhare Pa playground – the playground has been rebuilt ahead of schedule. The opening is awaiting construction of a fence in front of the adjacent carpark.
· Matangi Recreation Reserve – a steering group with representatives from the Matangi-Hillcrest Sports Club, and from Tamahere, Matangi and Tauwhare community committees is working with the Council and Boffa Miskell to provide guidance for preparing an overall design to share with the community for feedback. 
· “Peanutabout” – Work on the SH26/Matangi Rd intersection is due for completion on 19 May as scheduled and as long as weather conditions continue it should reopen on that date. Safety improvements have also been carried out on the Matangi Rd footpath from Dalbeth Pl leading down the hill towards the intersection where it has been widened to 1.8m. These works were completed cost effectively during the closure without the need for traffic management. 

ANZAC Day in Tamahere-Woodlands
It was a great privilege to lay wreaths on behalf of the Council at the dawn ceremony held at the Gordonton cenotaph and the mid-morning service at the Eureka cenotaph. Let’s honour all those who have fought for our peace and security by continuing to work for peace in the world and at home, among Maaori and Pakeha and among the many diverse groups and cultural and religious traditions that have found a home in New Zealand.  

Contact your Tamahere-Woodlands Councillors: 
Crystal Beavis, mob 0275 957 927, email crystal.beavis@waidc.govt.nz  
Mike Keir, mob 027 449 3012, email mike.keir@waidc.govt.nz
